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FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — SERCO CONTRACT — STERILISATION PROCEDURES 
634. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the minister’s claim in Parliament in April when I asked about the sterilisation of instruments at 
Fiona Stanley Hospital. He claimed — 

Those instruments, I will reiterate, were not used on patients. … That equipment was obviously 
withdrawn, as it had not been sterilised, so it did not get to the theatre. 

(1) Can the minister confirm that complaints were reported to the hospital health executive that in fact 
unsterilised equipment was used on patients? 

(2) Why did the minister claim in the house that it did not happen? 
(3) What does the minister now say to patients who were put at risk because of this failure? 
Dr K.D. HAMES replied:  
(1)–(3) That gives me a good opportunity to correct a statement. What I have said about him not being head of 

ICU at Fiona Stanley Hospital is correct. That statement was correct about Dr Edibam. Dr Jenkins is 
a 0.4 at Fremantle ICU, where he is the head of ICU. He also works 0.4 at Fiona Stanley Hospital’s ICU 
as a physician; so not head of — 

Several members interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: That is alright. It does not change the fact that he was being promoted by the opposition as 
head of ICU at Fremantle Hospital, which is not true. He works there two and a half days a week — 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: This question is about the sterilisation of instruments. Can you please address that now; thank 
you.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I can only reiterate the information that I was given by no less than Professor Bryant Stokes, 
who went through it in detail and had discussions with staff in theatre and in the sterilisation room. He had special 
meetings with all specialists involved and categorically promised and committed to the fact that unsterilised 
instruments—someone who is enormously respected by both sides of this house, has provided me with — 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Give it a break! 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Just apologise. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: You sit down at social functions as nice as pie, but you come in here and turn into a nasty 
prick! 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I do not want to hear from you again. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Apologise. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: There is no reason to apologise. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: What did you just call the member for Cannington? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. I think the member for 
Cannington can look after himself against whatever is going on. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: There is no need to apologise because I believe the information given to me by the former 
acting director general of Health, who says that that did not occur, so there is no need to apologise to patients for 
something that did not occur. 
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